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I NT. HALLWAY - DAY

A neaty fist TAPS ON A DOOR. ROLAND EDWARDS (30's) 6'4" and
buff, intense waits. H's fist still held to the door.

Rol and is the Bi shop/Pastor's arnor bearer (church lingo for
a vol unteer who functions as a loyal assistant). During
church services, Roland is nore |ike a secret service agent
maki ng sure single wonen don't feel up the Pastor or protects
hi m agai nst di sgruntl ed pari shi oners.

ELI (V.Q)
Yeah.

ROLAND
It's tine.

I NT. CHURCH GREEN ROOM - DAY

ELI MERCER 40's stares into a hand mirror inspecting his
face. Eli the Bishop of MERCY ROAD M NI STRIES, a non-
denom national, nega-church in Dallas, Texas.

He is well-built, handsome and oozes Southern charm He is
Bi shop T.D Jakes neets Joel Osteen before Presidential visits
or Time Magazine front covers.

ELI
(points to a spot on
hi s cheek)

Ri ght here.
| NT. CHURCH GREEN ROOM | NT. HALLWAY - DAY

The MAKEUP ARTI ST dusts a | ayer of powder in the spot. She
takes rice paper and blots his face. Eli nods, perfect.

SECONDS LATER the door opens wide. First to step out is
LUNA MERCER (47), pretty and youthful. Her hair is knotted
in a tight chignon underneath a beautiful w de brimhat, an
unshakabl e sadness fills her eyes even as she sniles.

She wal ks out first and Eli joins her side. Luna extends
her hand to himas Rol and cl oses the door behind them The
two wal k hand-in-hand down the hallway a vision of

t oget her ness.

ELI
Ma with the kids at the youth
servi ce?

ROLAND

Yes sir.



I NT. PULPI T/ STAGE - DAY

They wal k onto the brightly lit pulpit to thunderous appl aud.
The pul pit may as well be Broadway with over 18,000 souls
standing to their feet. The Praise | eader ANDERSON (30's)
hands Eli the mc.

ELI
(boom ng voi ce)
Prai se the Lord! Praise the Lord!

Luna gives hima genteel kiss on the cheek and takes her
seat on the side of the stage in a front row seat. The other
ELDERS, PASTORS and WVES are in the second and third rows.

Eli closes his hand in a fist towad the choir. The nusicians
stop playing.

ELI ( CONT' D)
The spirit is in this place so I'm
just going to nove with it. Are you
okay if I nove with it?

The massi ve CROAD of churchgoers SCREAM AMEN, GO AHEAD, LET
THE LORD USE YQU

IN THE PEWS

WOVEN and MEN are dressed to the nines. Wnmen's bosons are
bursting out of |ow cut tops as crosses al nost di sappear
right down the center. They eye Eli seductively and with
ador ati on.

The MEN wear tailored suits as if the suit and tailoring
were all free, all as bait for the vulnerable. [It's clear
there are m xed agendas in each pew.

ELI ( CONT' D)
Many of you know ny wife is sick but
the Lord is faithful.

Eli turns to Anderson

ELI (CONT' D)
| call himfaithful.

Ander son knows what that neans. The beat of a popul ar gospel
song: "I Call You Faithful" by Donnie McCurkin swells up

The CHO R gives an awe-inspiring, raucous rendition. There's
not a dry eye in the room A WOVAN races across the front

of the altar, she stops, dances, and then keeps running.

Luna stands and waves her hand as if testifying to the words.
This is church; FILLED with out-of-this-world gospel nusic.
It's House of Blues Sunday Brunch neets "Enpire".



I NT. BATHROOM - DAY

The master bathroomis decked out with marbl e countertops
and vintage "his" and "hers" vanity and sinks. It's not just
a bathroom it's a sanctuary.

The buzz of oscillating fans are over a soul ful, bluesy tune.

A silver sliver of snoke streans through the air and across
t he bat hroom

LUNA (O S.)
She was putting on a show carrying
on like that.

ELI (O S.)
It was the spirit.

Sounds of giggles erupt. We find its occupants sharing the
“her" bathtub; the "his" |abeled tub abandoned.

I NT. BATHROOM - | NSIDE THE "HER' TUB

W g gone, Luna's baby short, silky hair sticks to her scalp
i ke a baby's.

Eli washes her back with a thick porous sponge. She puffs on
a joint and passes it back to him Overzealous, fills his
| ungs and coughs, choking.

LUNA
Easy does it. Puff, Puff, give...

The two giggle again, they are high on Marijuana. The small
bat hr oom wi ndow open, a fan, and incense all to mask the
her bal arona- -

LUNA ( CONT' D)
Have you heard from Jani ce?

ELI
She cancel ed her appoi ntnent, now
she won't take my calls. |I'm going

to track her down.
Luna nods in agreenent. Then--

LUNA
This is good.

ELI
How do you know what's good? It's
been over thirty years.



LUNA
(beat, giggles)
You're right. Were did Roland go?

ELI
Gkl ahonma.
LUNA
Gkl ahona! ?
ELI
You know churchfol k don't understand
real-life pain. His cousin deals.
LUNA

Did he say who it was for?

ELI
That's why he drove to Ckl ahona.

LUNA
(gi ggl es nore)
Had he said | was dying, naybe we
coul d've gotten buy one get one free.

Eli's not there with this joke. He frowns, shaking his head.

LUNA ( CONT' D)
It's true. ...You thought about when
you want to neet thenf

ELI
Not in the | east.

LUNA
| just want you to be taken care of.

ELI
(shakes hi s head,
nore di straught)
Where's your fai--

LUNA
--1 didn't get 2 nonths.

ELI
O her peopl e haven fallen around you
but you're still here.

LUNA
... But you prom sed. .

ELI
(sighs)
.1 prom sed. .



Hi s eyes fill with tears that don't dare brimout of his
eyes. He hasn't cried yet, but dammt--
ELI ( CONT' D)
.1 prom sed. .

Sl ow, quiet sobs erupt fromhis lips. He waps his arns
around her shoul der, holding her tight as if death itself
couldn't take her fromhim She crosses her arnms on top of
his and | ays her head on his arns as tears stream down her
face.

TI TLE CARD: SEVEN DAYS EARLI ER

EXT. DESERT VALLEY - DAY

The sun beats down on a desert valley.

FROM A DI STANCE White bits peak out from under nounds of

sand across a vast valley. Coser, we see it's hundreds of

t housands of dry bones: partially buried skull bones, fenurs,
ul na' s scapul as, phal anges. ..

In a suit, Eli stands on top of a | ow sandy nountain
over| ooki ng the dry bones. A quiet faraway voice--

GOD (V.0)

Do you believe they will rise?
ELI

If you will it.

A hurricane gust of wind overtakes him Sand burns his eyes.
He has to | ook away. He shields his face with his suit coat.

A healthy Luna: thick full, wavy hair; wearing colorful I|ight
fabric that blows in the wind; a broad smle across her face.
She waves at him She is well. The thousands of other bones
di sappear. .

INT. OFFICE - N CGHT

Eli's eyes pop open. The smile fades as he | ooks around.
He's not in a valley. He's at hone in his office sitting at
his desk. He |ooks down. Drool smnudges his paper.

On the title line reads "SERMON'. The verse Ezekiel 37:1-14
is beside the only sentence before he had dozed off: "Say
Yes..."

PRELAP: the boom of a bass drum and organ playing in tine
munbl ed voi ces- -



EXT. CHURCH - NI GHT

A massive circular arena-like building has one distinguishing
element a tall cross on top. The acreage boasts a 5 |evel
parking tower in an adjoining lot. A sprinkle of cars smatter
the front parking area directly in front of the church.

I NT. HALLWAY/ ROOM - NI GHT

W track down a hallway and hear the |oud, yelling voice of
KEI TH GARRI' S, the intercessory prayer |eader.

KEITH (V.0)
W are not asking for a favor..
...\ pray for healing! W pray for
a mracle Lord!

I NSI DE THE ROOM

In the mddle of the circle with bowed head, sane baby short
smooth hair is Luna. Every hand touching her body as if
each person were a conductor with healing ability from God.

KEI TH ( CONT' D)
We cone bol dly on behal f of our dearly
bel oved si ster.

YES LORD' S and AMEN S resound in hushed nmurnurs in unison.

KEI TH ( CONT' D)
W ask that you renove the cancer
from her body. W ask for a 100
percent heal ed body.

The ORGANI ST, a young man, 20's, plays fervently but lowin
tune with the rhythmof the prayer

KEI TH ( CONT' D)
W stand in agreenent. W touch in
agreenent. We stand in faith...

An el derly woman, SI STER MERCY YATES, 85, |eans on her cane
as she breaks fromthe circle and presses a hand on Luna's
bent head while nunbling. The organ and druns fade...

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Luna in pajamas lies in bed.

LUNA
It felt good! Felt like a rea
br eakt hr ough happened. Six nonths
of prayer...



ELI (V.Q)
Real | y?

Eli strolls out of the bathroomw th a bright smle on his
face. He sits on the bed beside her.

ELI ( CONT' D)
I think God gave ne a vision tonight.

Her eyes betray a "too-good-to-be-true" | ook.

ELI ( CONT' D)
You were heal ed. No cancer in any
part of your body.

LUNA
The both of us...

Eli nods.

LUNA ( CONT' D)
| have cheno t onorrow.

ELI
(frowns)
"Il try to be there

LUNA
Go find Janice, 1'd hate to hear
sonet hi ng happened to her.

ELI
Are you sure?

LUNA
| promi se you'll have another chance,
Lord's work comes first this tinme.

She waps her arns around himin a tight hug. He kisses her
head.

EXT. CHURCH - MORNI NG

Sunbeans bounce off the tall netal cross. The church parking
lot is quiet save for two other cars as Eli pulls in.

INT. ELI'S FRONT RECEPTI ON AREA - MORNI NG

Eli strolls into the office area a placard on the front desk
reads BRANDY STREAT as he passes and enters his office.

| NT. ELI OFFI CE - MORNI NG
TAP, TAP on his office door



ELI
Brandy, bring the cal endar, please.

A church nenmber M STY VANN (30's) peeks in. She wears a too
tight couture sweat suit that hugs her, double D breasts--

M STY
Sorry it's me Pastor. | wanted to
stop by before work. Should | cone
back?

ELI
You bring breakfast? ...I1"'mKkidding.

He | aughs brightly and she, unsure, |aughs with him

M STY
| wanted to talk to you about James?

ELI
He got enrolled okay?

INT. ELI'S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Across fromEli on the couch, Msty takes a deep breath,
arching her back to call attention to her breasts, while she
tries to figure out where to start--

M STY
Thank you for calling the dean and
hel ping with his college | oan
appl i cation.

ELI
He still needs to get a job, but he
shoul d be fine financially.

M sty | ooks down.

ELI (CONT' D)
This isn't about Janes?

M STY
(sl ow tears)
"' mgonna be all al one when Janes
| eaves for college. He's the best
thing about ny life and in three
nonths, |'ll be not hing.

ELI
(fatherly, stern)
This is the no whining zone. Dry
your eyes.

M sty chuckl es drying her tears with her hands.



ELI ( CONT' D)
Your job is done. Have you traveled
to Paris?
M STY
(sniffles)
Paris? |'ve never |left Dallas!
ELI
Then that's your new goal! Stop

buyi ng fancy sweat pants and save.

M STY
| guess you're right. Thank you.

ELI
You' re wel cone.

M STY
| know it's been crazy for you, but
| want you to know you can count on
me for whatever you need.

ELI
Thank you but |'m good.

He offers a quick smle and stands ending the neeting.

ELI  (CONT' D)
These days Pastor Patricia is handling
counsel i ng.

M STY
| know but you were so great with
Janmes | just wanted to foll ow up.

Near the door, Eli smles. She gives hima hug, and tries
to press her body into his. Eli snoothly extricates hinself.

M STY ( CONT' D)
Before | forget... For Janes and |I.

She reaches in her bag and pulls out two sets of different
books- -

BOOK COVERS: Two copi es of "BEING TAKES MORE THAN BREATHI NG'
by Eli Mercer New York Tines Bestseller; and two copies of

t he second book: "MOVE THE MOUNTAI N' by Eli Mercer New York
Ti nes Bestseller.

ELI
You got a library in there?

M sty sniggles as she hands hi mthe books.



10.

Eli smles, grabs a pen and scraw s on the inside, then hands
it back.

M STY
Thank you so much Past or.

He offers a quick smle as she turns excited--
I NT. ELI'S FRONT RECEPTI ON AREA - MORNI NG

M sty exits as BRANDY STREAT, Eli's very professional, very
organi zed and very pretty "brown-sugar-church-girl", assistant
cones in. She hastily fires up her conputer as she puts her

t hi ngs away.

BRANDY
I"'mso sorry. | had no idea there
was a neeting this norning?

ELI
| was early and Msty was a wal k-in.

BRANDY
"Il be sure to encourage people to
schedul e appoi ntnments with Pat.

ELI
Sonetimes you can't schedule life.

Brandy isn't sure about that as she grabs his schedul e for
the day, and a few sheets of paper.

BRANDY
At t endance Report from both services
on Sunday. Latinos and nmen are up.
No appoi nt ments today.

ELI
What's the total ?

BRANDY
(hands hi mthe paper)
18, 201.

ELI
Need to break 20 by next nonth. Wre
you able to track down Janice's
addr ess?

Brandy nods, handing hima slip of paper with an address.

BRANDY
Your principal friend was hel pful.



11.

ELI
You're the best. Gonna head out
after I make a fewcalls. Get ny
wife on the Iine first, please.

Brandy dials as Eli disappears into his office.

BRANDY
(using intercon
Went straight to voicemail .

ELI (V.Q)
"Il text her. Get Bruce at the
prison pl ease.

EXT. PRESBYTERI AN HOSPI TAL CANCER CENTER - DUSK
The parking lot is full.
| NT. CHEMOTHERAPY ROOM - DUSK

Luna and her 16 year ol d daughter EVA wait in the foyer.
The RECEPTI ONI ST, ol der, matronly, clicks at her conputer.

RECEPT!I ONI ST
You're all set. Gve ne a nonent.

The receptioni st disappears behind double doors. Luna
appr oaches Eva nervous- -

LUNA
You can wait out here.

EVA
In the foyer?

LUNA
Pl ease, this is--

Luna gears up for a |onger explanation and Eva hol ds up her
hand to stop her--

EVA
| know you don't want ne to renenber
t he bad and you think cheno is bad,
but there are no bad parts in this
[ife. Nowif it nmakes you feel

better, I'll wait here.
LUNA
(stutters)
It does.

She snmil es thankful and enbraces her daughter.



12.

LUNA ( CONT' D)
Your soul is older than m ne.

The receptionist returns, interrupting the nonent--

RECEPTI ONI ST
W' re ready for you.

Luna turns back before di sappearing behind the doubl e doors.

LUNA
Text your father tell himwe' re okay.

EVA
Al ready di d.

| NT. TREATMENT ROOM - EVEN NG

Two rows of thick reclining leather chairs with a sprinkling
of PEOPLE receiving treatnment. A red-headed nurse, CECILY
(38) unwaps a couple 1V bags.

Cecily turns Luna's left armover and swabs her forearmwth
an al cohol strip in preparation for the needle.

CECI LY
Anot her wal k in the park.
LUNA
Best wal ks ever.
CECI LY
(smiles, inserts the
IV needl e)
Your doctor wanted you to try
epirubicin. ...Your heart's strong.
LUNA

He said it could be nore effective?

Cecily nods as she inserts the epirubicin in the additiona
line fromthe singular 1V needle, then grabs a nearby bl anket.

CECI LY
You can stay as |ong as you need
af t erwar d.

LUNA
Thanks.

CECI LY

(covers her)
More chills with this one.



13.

Cecily pushes a button and a quiet suction sound, a click,
then the liquid slowy dispenses.

CECI LY ( CONT' D)
You're all set.

LUNA
Audrey running | ate again? She's
gonna be late to her own funeral.

Cecily shakes her head saddened.

LUNA ( CONT' D)
(Gasps)
VWhen?

CECI LY
Over the weekend.

Cecily wal ks away. Luna quietly takes this as a blow to her
own heal t h.

She is pulled out of her own despair when DESEREE BETHEL
(44) takes the recliner next to her. Cecily hooks her up.

CECI LY ( CONT' D)
Deseree meet Luna; Luna, Deseree.

Luna, grateful, exchanges a smle with Cecily.

LUNA
H. Welcone to Chateau Cheno.

Deseree | aughs. Cecily grabs a chair and places it next to
Deseree's recliner and pushes buttons on the nachine.

DESEREE
Everyone has been so wonderful here.
The | ast treatnment center everyone
was so depressing. | get it nost of
us won't make it, but can | have a
| augh or two on the way.

LUNA
You'll like it here.

CECI LY
| thought you two would get al ong.
(pushes start button)
You're rockin' and rollin',

Cecily strolls off. Seconds |later, CLAYTON (43) takes a
seat beside her.



14.

DESEREE
Clayton, this is Luna.

Cl ayt on waves.

CLAYTON
Nice to neet you

LUNA
Sane here.

Clayton finger flips pages on the iPad in his |ap.

LUNA ( CONT' D)
What do you have?

DESEREE
Stage 4, Thyroid cancer.

LUNA
Stage 3, breast cancer.

Clayton holds up the i Pad to Deseree--

CLAYTON
What about her?
DESEREE
She | ooks |i ke a duck.
CLAYTON
Who's superficial now? Her profile
is cool.
DESEREE

Okay, okay give it a shot.

LUNA
What on Earth?

Deseree turns to C ayton--

DESEREE
May |2

CLAYTON
By all rmeans.

DESEREE
The control freak that I am | signed
ny husband up to soul mate.com The
ironies of life.

Cl ayton and Deseree | augh.



LUNA
But you're going to nake it.

The two | augh.

Luna nods,

DESEREE
I"mgoing to die, and I want to find
soneone that will |ove ny husband as
much as | do.

LUNA

(to d ayton)
You' re okay with this?

CLAYTON
Not at first, but why not.

LUNA
What if you don't end up marrying?

CLAYTON
Then | don't, but we're nmaking a go
of it.

LUNA
Do you all have kids?

DESEREE
15 year old son and he doesn't know.

CLAYTON
It was hard for ne to understand,
and sone wonmen wal k of f after |
explain, so we're holding off on
telling him

LUNA
| wouldn't be able to keep that from
ny kids. Maybe it could help us
focus on sonething other than cancer.

DESEREE
It has gotten to be fun. But trust
me not telling your kids will nake
it easier.

LUNA
The whol e thing takes guts.

DESEREE
That's all we've got left, right?

that it is.

15.



16.
EXT. APARTMENT COVPLEX - MORNI NG

Eli's navigation ends. He pulls into a parking space of an
open- gat ed conpl ex.

He grabs his phone fromthe consol e and pushes a button--

ELI
M a, can you go to the house and
check on First Lady. She should be
getting hone fromcheno and |'ve got
church busi ness.

MA (V.Q)
I'll head over now.

ELI
Thank you. | nmean it.

MA (V.0)
I"msure she's fine. [I'Il call you

I NT. JANI CE WELLS APARTMENT - MORNI NG

A large red bow hangs of f of Snokey, grey handle bars of a
bi ke parked in the corner. The SOUNDS of a boy |aughing and
peopl e singing the Stevie Wnder version of Happy Birthday
fills the small, dark living room

On the TELEVI SION SCREEN is a recording of a very alive PHILIP
VELLS (15) enjoying his birthday party. JANCE VELLS (late
50'S) sobs, rocking back and forth watching the tape.

JANI CE
| was pl anni ng anot her party.

TAP, TAP, TAP--

Jani ce swi ngs the door open. At first glance she SEES her
son, Philip, and hugs himtight. A beat, she steps back and
SEES Eli. Her snile fades, and then hot-anger takes hol d.

JANI CE ( CONT' D)
This is your fault.

She pummel s his chest violently.
JANI CE (CONT' D)
You're the reason ny son killed
hinsel f! Wiy didn't you do nore?

She punches and smacks him He shields his face, and hal f-
heartedly tries to restrain her.



17.
I NT. HOUSE - DAY

M A BELL (30's) slender, understated beauty is Luna's straight-
tal k, arnmor bearer. Ma keys in and i medi ately covers her
nose. She sees snoke faintly coming fromthe kitchen. She
drops her purse and runs--

M A
First lady! First |ady!

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

A pot is on fire, high flames |lick the backsplash. The
countertop is scorched and the stovetop fan is bl ackening.

Ma grabs a fire extinguisher in the corner and blows it
out .

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

She spots Luna passed out on the floor. A creamny-red, bl oody
vomt pools around her I|ips.

Ma rolls her over puts her ears to her chest. She can hear
a pul se. She places her cheek close to her face--

M A
First lady. First lady. It's Ma.
Can you hear ne?

M a grabs her phone.

LUNA
(barely audi bl e)
I"mhere. |'m okay.
M A

I"mcalling 911

LUNA
(I ow groggy, firm
Don't you dare. Put down that phone
right now | nean it Lady M a.
INT. JANICE'S LIVING ROOM - DAY

El i hands Janice a glass of water.

JANI CE
|"msorry.
ELI
Don't apologize. | wanted to share

alittle about what we tal ked about.
( MORE)



ELI ( CONT' D)
You shoul d know that he | oved you so
much. He tal ked about feeling al one.
...H s dad not being around, and his
best friend droppi ng out of school
to work, then his girlfriend breaking

up- -

JANI CE
He had a girlfriend?

ELI
He did. She broke up with him and
he was struggling to make sense of
t he worl d.

JANI CE
He was so sensitive and gentle. He
wasn't born for this world.

ELI
| need you to start a journal and
write about your nenories of Philip
and how you feel now. There's a
ber eavenment group cal |l ed Conpassi onate
Crcle they neet Wednesday and Fri day
eveni ngs at the church. Cone, listen.

JANI CE
(tears up, sniffling)
None of that will bring back mny
Phi | i p.

ELI
It's meant to bring you back.

Jani ce nods. Eli's phone buzzes.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Luna is in bed cleaned up. Ma hands her a glass of water.

M A
(frantic)
| should at |east call your doctor.
You were bl eeding, and what if Pastor
asks nme and- -

Tears fill Ma's eyes.

LUNA
| tried to cook a fam |y dinner
The treatnment was stronger and |
passed out that's all.

( MORE)

18.



LUNA ( CONT' D)

My vomt always | ooks

li ke that after

cheno. No big deal, and |'ve been

wanting a new kitchen

She tries to nuster a smle.

M A
| don't believe you but | respect
you, so I'Il let it be.

LUNA

You won't tell Eli?
Foot steps stonp up the stairs.
M A
(shakes her head)
I won't.
Eli bursts through the door.

ELI

Luna pleads with her eyes--

W should go to the hospital ?

He rushes over and inspects his wife's face and neck.

LUNA

I"'mfine. It was an accident. |
was cooking and it didn't go well.

I'mfine.
Eli hesitates--

ELI
Thank God you're okay.

He pulls her cover up a bit and caresses her shoulder. He

turns to M a--
| NT. OUTSI DE BEDROOM DOOR - DAY
ELI

Spit it out. Wat happened?

M A
That i s what happened.
shaken but fine.

ELI

She's a little

| know where your loyalty lies, but
| believe if things were life or--

M A
| would tell you

19.
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Eli finally takes a breath feeling a sense of relief by her
response.

M A ( CONT' D)
Call nme if you need anyt hing.

ELI
I will. Thank you.

Eli follows her out, and shifts gears--

ELI ( CONT' D)
What are your thoughts on lan's sernon
| ast week?

M A

(a beat, processing)
You never stop working. MWHH ..
The dog nust have ate his real sernon
And | heard parents conpl ai ni ng.

El i nods, though he doesn't have tinme to mull it over.

ELI
Thanks agai n for everything.

Ma smles dutifully glad to be of assistance.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Eli strokes her brow.

LUNA
| want to talk to you

ELI
It can wait till the norning.

LUNA
No. | can--

Luna's eyes close as she drifts to sleep. He gazes at her
in slunber, his heart breaking.

I NT. OFFICE - DAY
TELEVI SI ON SCREEN frozen on a congregati on of YOUNG PEOPLE

Eli sends a text to Brandy: Reschedule the Principals Meting.
| have a doc appt with First Lady.

He pockets his cell and presses play on the television screen
as PASTOR | AN MORRI SON (30's), white male, strolls into frame.
lan has |lots of youthful swagger, a pastoral Em nem who we
wll neet.



21.

Luna enters the office quietly. Eli is focused on lan as he
preaches to a sea of YOUNG PECPLE. Luna hugs Eli from behi nd.
He sm | es and pauses the television as he turns to face her.

LUNA
What ' s up handsone?

He ki sses her on the cheek.

ELI
Sl eep okay?

LUNA
| did. You shoul d ve woken ne.

El i shoots her an are-you-kidding | ook. She |aughs as she
trudges to sit on the couch

ELI
You gotta take it easy baby.
LUNA
| can't do anything. | thought at

the very least | could cook

Eli feels her pain.

ELI
Soon enough you're gonna be 100%

Luna shrugs, not so sure.

LUNA
That's what | want to talk to you
about. And don't interrupt.

ELI
No, living funeral plans.
LUNA
Conpletely different. | think you're

going to like this idea.

Eli shifts, the renote still in his hand, and accidentally
unpauses the TV. Luna turns to look at lan agitated at the

pul pit...

LUNA ( CONT' D)
Second week nerves, | see.

El i pauses the screen again.
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ELI
He's not a visiting pastor anynore,
he's full-time at a new nmega-church
with its own youth building, and
he's feeling the heat. ...But he's
got it, we're gonna have to pull it
out of him

LUNA
You gonna talk to hinf

ELI
Yep. W need the children's church
to deliver or else we're in trouble.

Luna nods.

ELI ( CONT' D)
What ' re your plans?

LUNA
See the kids for breakfast. The
school knows.

They both gaze at lan's frozen inage as a distraction.

ELI
You' re gonna be around for the Kkids.

He turns to | ook at her.

LUNA
That's what | want to tal k about. ..

| NT. CAR/ GARAGE - MORNI NG

lan cranks up his car. SHEILA, (30's) his slender, perfectly
coifed, blond-haired wife steps into the garage wearing a
robe and runs up to the now open w ndow- -

SHEI LA
Have a good day baby.

She leans into the car, and kisses himon the |ips.

SHEI LA ( CONT' D)
I"mso proud of you for quitting. I
know it's not easy especially now
but your mnistry is going to soar

| AN
Thanks honey. You didn't have to
get up to tell ne that?
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SHEI LA
| know, but | wanted to rem nd you
that quitting makes it easier for us
to get pregnant.

| AN
(smiles)
Exactly. | love you.

She blows a kiss to himand lan catches the air-kiss, then
pl aces his hand on his face. He clicks the garage button,
and the door rolls upward letting in a burst of sun.

| AN (CONT' D)
Wy am | in mnistry? Should be
I i ke Toni Robbi ns or sormet hing.

I NT. OFFICE - DAY

ELI
| hate it. No, absolutely not.
LUNA
Take a day, think about it.
ELI
Let's go with never.
LUNA
You' re never going to pick the right
wonan.
ELI
You' re never going to die.
LUNA
How do you know dying isn't HHS will?
ELI
He showed me His will.
LUNA
Coul d' ve been a dream
ELI
(1 eans back in chair,

struck)
The chenp is effecting you in nore
ways than one.

LUNA
That was |ow. | understand how you
m ght feel but you have no idea how
| feel.
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Eli realizes the depth of her statenment, guilt washes him
ELI
| know it's not easy to fight through
the pain, but please keep fighting.
We... | need you to.

Luna goes to himand holds his face in her hands.

LUNA
| amdying. | can feel it.
He gazes into her eyes then lets his head fall into her belly.
ELI

|"ve counsel ed so many people. |
know a ton of scripture, but all of
themfail ne at this moment. ...Can
you at least wait until after we see
t he doctor?

Luna nods.
EXT. COFFEESHOP - DAY

Luna takes a deep breath. The sun shines on her face and
she takes it in |ike never before.

Her attention turns to her laptop on the netal bistro table.
SOULMATE. COM fills the screen. Luna begins clicking away.

She clicks an upload button, then attaches an unnaned j peg.
ELI'S FACE fills the designated box. Under STATUS, Luna
types in Wdower.

She smles to herself. The cursor hovers over Activate
button. She doesn't click it; instead, she closes the device.

Morments | ater her 15 year old son CALEB hovers over Eva's
shoul der reading the conputer screen as Eva scrolls down. He
is visibly disturbed.

EVA
| don't get it. Is this a joke?

CALEB
You get it and it's a horrible joke.

LUNA
| said keep an open m nd.

CALEB
My m nd was open and then it cl osed.



LUNA
Eva?

EVA
I"m processing what it neans. |'m
grieving.

Luna realizes their sorrow and anger, but she's already
grieved over her own funeral.

LUNA
You two will need soneone who really
cares about you and gets what it
nmeans to be a PK of a nega-church. ..
Your father has big goals and you
two are old enough to notice that
nost successful pastors are nmarri ed.
It keeps them protected--

EVA
--From whores and groupi es.

LUNA
That's one way to put it. | want to
make sure all of you are taken care
of and if I"mnot going to be here,
| want to pick the best number 2
possi bl e.

Eva | ooks up at her.

EVA
| don't know if | agree with it but
you're right about dad. Though, she
could just end up being a rebound--

CALEB
(erups)
| can't believe you two! |'msorry
nmom but |I'mnot ready. |It's crazy.

I'll be in the car--

He rushes off.

LUNA
Talk to him Pl ease.
EVA
["1Il try but you do understand how
we feel?
Luna nods.
LUNA

And you understand nmy concerns?

25.



Eva nods. She gathers her bel ongings to go after her
I NT. CAR - DAY
Eva and Cal eb drive in silence--

EVA
| know how you feel but don't be
sel fi sh.

Caleb throws her a death stare.

EVA (CONT' D)
You' re not the one dying.
We still have dad and each ot her.
Momis dying by herself. Wo knows
if this works but nom needs this and
that's all that matters. ..

26.

br ot her .

Eva gl ances toward himfor a second, then turns her eyes
back on the road. Caleb gets it. He turns toward her--

CALEB
For the record, | don't like it, but
I'll do whatever nom wants.

EVA
That's all she wants. W can hunor
her if it helps her feel better.

CALEB
| wonder what dad thinks?

INT. ELI'S OFFI CE - DAY

Eli sits in front of lan in a chair and lan sits on the couch

ELI
You'll find I'ma no-nonsense Kkind
of guy and don't hold nmuch back.
| AN
Thank you Bi shop. |Is this about--
ELI
| have one question... Wat nonent
did you realize you wanted to be a
Past or ?
| AN
Man. . .
(ponder s)

17, 18 | knew ny life would be
centered around tal king to people.
( MORE)



| AN ( CONT' D)
Mot i vati ng, encouraging them
just knew. | wasn't an outspoken
kid or anything. | just knew God
gave ne sonething to say.

ELI
What happened the first tinme you
preached? Did you kill?

| AN
| preached a mini-sernon at a youth
canp that nomis nade ne go to. ... It
felt amazing! It came so easy. Al

t hose people there really |iked what
| had to say. Eventually, when

got paid for it I felt like I should
gi ve the noney back.

Eli nods smiling, he can relate.

| AN (CONT' D)

My nomtold nme people are too crazy.
She liked that | |oved church but
bei ng a pastor was too nuch of a
burden. My old man didn't care. He
was there in body but not spirit. He
grunted a | ot and watched football.

.1 knew it was ministry.

ELI
When did that change?

lan tries to shake his head no--

ELI ( CONT' D)
When did you start second guessing
your calling and wanting to be a
gardener? ...It happens to us all.

lan's eyes wi den.

| AN
| don't think I"'mquite there.

ELI
| need you to tap into the spirit
that |l ed you to enter mnistry.

| AN
| know on Sunday- -

ELI
--1 need you to tap into that spirit.
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| an under stands, and nods sl owy.

ELI  (CONT' D)
That's all sir. Painless. Don't be
too hard on yourself. This is not
an easy church. ...See you on Sunday.

lan smles as he stands.

| AN
Yes sir. Sunday.

Bi shop wat ches him go and si ghs.
I NT. CHURCH - DAY

The BAND pl ays a sweet, hypnotizing nmelody. A throng of
PECPLE are in front of the long stage/altar praying and being
prayed for by other M N STERS and DEACONS wearing bl ack robes.
Eli's calm snooth voice beckons firmy, definitively--

ELI
God is calling you right now. You' ve
been running for a long tinme. You're
tired and sweat all down your face.
You can stop running. Cone.

Eli hops down fromthe stage, into the BODI ES gat hered.

Rol and quickly follows behind. Eli hands himthe the wrel ess
mc. A MAN quickly nmoves toward him dubious intentions,

but is bl ocked by Rol and.

Eli effortlessly noves another way and | ays his hand on a
YOUNG MAN and whi spers a prayer in his ears. The man falls
to the ground--slain in the spirit--as churchfolk call it.
Rol and qui ckly nmoves to break his fall.

Eli beckons the mc from Rol and.

ELI ( CONT' D)
I want you to know there is no m stake
too great that God can't fix. Stop
pretending that you don't need hel p.
| promise your life will get better.
Cone!

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Eva, Caleb, Eli and Luna quietly eat |lunch. Eva eyes
everyone, and decides to break the painful silence--

EVA
Great sernon dad.

Cal eb grunbl es out in agreenent.



LUNA
I"mgoing to table the idea of trying
to play living matchmaker. W see
t he doctor tonmorrow and |I' mthinking
we're getting a mracle.

Eli takes her hand.

ELI
Thank you. This famly has faith for
you.

Tears stream down Caleb's face. Luna quickly goes to him
and hugs him

LUNA
"' mnot goi ng anywhere.

I NT. CAR - DAY
Luna | eans back in the passenger seat.

ELI
W' re gonna get the news we've been
praying for.

LUNA
What's that? ['mhealed? 1'Il live
10 days. The chenop is working but I
have 20 nore rounds to go? | don't
know how much | can take.

ELI

(takes her hand)
What happened from Sunday to now?

Luna chuckl es, derisively.

LUNA
My faith is under an anvil. | nove
an inch but it's still on top of ne.
ELI
| mean it. | have faith for the
bot h of us.
She turns to him
LUNA
Promse ne if he gives ne a death
date you will let ne build a profile.

Eli shakes his head at "deat h-date".

29.
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ELI
This is fear talking.
LUNA
It's not fear. It's love. | need

to do this for you

ELI
You don't, | prom se.

LUNA
| believe in God. But | don't know
H s ways or His will.

ELI
Truth? | don't understand poison
curing poison. | only understand
how God heal s.

LUNA
| want you to be okay. | know your
plans to run for public office and
you' Il need a great wife.

ELI
And | have one.

LUNA
Wiat if God's will is different than
ours? | need you to prom se ne that

if I get 2 nonths to live you will

do this for me. You' re never going
to date. | don't want you choosing

a Jezebel out of grief. You' re going
to be an even bigger |eader that you
think. ...What about the kids?..

ELI
Where is God in your plan?

LUNA
How do you know this isn't God's
plan? It's better if we do this
together. |It's better..

Her breathing grows heavy, her eyes fill with tears, pleading.

ELI
(1 ooks away a beat)
Two nonths it is. The odds are in
ny favor.

LUNA
Promi se ne. Pronise ne.
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| NT. DOCTORS OFFI CE - DAY
A row of four MRI scans line a |ighted board.

Luna's face is in a daze. DR WLLIAMS 50's, affable doctor
who's seen just about everything. He points to the full body
scan- -

DR WLLI AVS
(points to brain,
chest, abdonen...)
It's spread to here, here and here.

Eli frowns as he holds Luna around the shoul ders.

DR. WLLI AMS ( CONT' D)
At this point, I can wite a
prescription for medical marijuana
to manage the pain--

ELI
--\What are you sayi ng?

DR WLLI AVS
I"msorry you have one nonth if we're
| ucky. You--

Luna can't hear anything. Dr. WIllianms's |ips are noving.
Eli's lips are noving. She can't respond.

ELI
Luna? Luna?

Laught er bubbl es out of her |ips. She covers her nouth.
Eli's eyes go stark blank.

LUNA
You proni sed.

I NT. CHURCH - DAY

Roland sits in front of Eli who abruptly stands up di straught.

ELI
I need your help.
ROLAND
Anyt hi ng.
ELI

Can you get your hands on Mary Jane?

ROLAND
VWhat ?



32.

ELI
Luna's gonna be in a lot of pain..
and in the city--

ROLAND
Don't say another word. In the world
but not of the world, | have a cousin

who doesn't live here.

ELI
Thank you.

I NT. CHURCH | NTERCESSORY PRAYER ROOM - NI GHT

Luna noves fromthe center of the circle to take Keith's
out stretched hands to join the circle.

KElI TH
Thank you Fat her, Anmen.

A few GROUP nenbers say there "goodbye's" to Luna. She turns
to gather her bel ongi ngs when Sister Mercy approaches--

MERCY
First Lady, whatever you's about to
do, reconsider.

LUNA
(smiles)
Sister Mercy what are you talking
about ?

MERCY

| don't know what it is, but the

Lord told me to tell you, don't.

W' re praying for you.
Sister Mercy |eans on her cane and cryptically |inps away.
END OF FLASHBACK
PRESENT DAY
| NT. BATHROOM - MORNI NG

Eli cleans up the incense, unplugs the fans fromthe night
bef ore and noves theminto their wal k-in closet.

| NT. BEDROOM - MORNI NG Luna sits up in bed.

LUNA
What's on the books for you?



ELI
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I wish | could stay here with you

but we have a board neeting to

i ntroduce the new CFOand | need to

prep him
LUNA

Life goes on. M last day of cheno
exciting. Then, | have a support

group mneeting.

Eli sits at her feet. He places his hand on her |eg.

ELI

Seens |ike they nmake you think you're

bi di ng your tine.

LUNA

No one el se knows what it's like to

be told you have one nmonth to |
Wi ch rem nds ne of a prom se..

ELI

ve.

Can we please talk about it later?

She nods. He rises and ki sses her on the cheek.

LUNA
Dat e ni ght tonight?

ELI
Wuldn't mss it for the world.

LUNA
"1l meet you there.
(of f his | o0k)
"1l Uber.

ELI
I love you.

LUNA
I love you nore.

He sm | es and heads out. Luna's smle disappears.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - MORNI NG

Luna's laptop is in her lap, |legs folded under her. Her head

covered with a scarf.
ON THE COWPUTER SCREEN

She opens Eli's profile on SOULMATE. COM
and di scovers 88 new nessages.

She clicks mail box
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Eva strolls in and she closes the | aptop.

EVA
You ready?

Luna | ooks up
| NT. CHEMOTHERAPY ROOM - MORNI NG

The treatnment is well in progress. Luna's face is pale and
sickly. She turns to Deseree--

LUNA
My last visit.

DESEREE
Good news | hope.

LUNA
Doc gave ne one nmonth. Said | should
finish treatnent, could buy nme a
little tinme.

DESEREE
I would' ' ve run |ike hell

They chuckl e, then Luna turns serious.

LUNA
H's inbox is full, it's only been
one night since | activated it.
(of f her 1 o00k)
Soul mate.com | wasn't expecting it
to happen this fast. Wat do | do?

DESEREE
(chuckl es weakl y)
Pick a few, then neet with them

LUNA
Me?

DESEREE
He's not gonna. You gotta explain
to themthe situation and | et them
figure it out.

Luna | eans back ponderi ng- -

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY BATHROOM VANI TY M RROR

Luna applies a hint of blush to her perfectly nmade-up face.
She pulls the scarf off revealing her bald head. She takes

a thick bob length wig off the stand and arranges it on her
head. She stares at herself.
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EXT. CAFE - DAY

W gl ess and enjoying the sun on her face Luna smles skyward.
In front of her a piece of paper with seven names with tines.

Luna opens her eyes and spots a WOMAN we will nmeet, MLLIE
WATTS, 45, pretty and stylish wonders out of the cafe. Luna
st ands- -

LUNA
H, MIlie?

MIlie turns confused. Luna smiles brightly as MIlie
appr oaches- -

MLLIE
First Lady?

Luna's smle turns to a frown.
I NT. ELI'S FRONT RECEPTI ON AREA - MORNI NG

Brandy types up the nenp as Deak npbseys past, toward Eli's
of fice.

BRANDY
(sits up straight)
Pastor Smith. How can | help you?

Deak does a sl ow about-face to her desk.

DEAK

I s Bi shop avail abl e?
BRANDY

Unfortunately, he's all booked up.
DEAK

Um... It's an urgent nmatter.

She buzzes Eli.

BRANDY

Do you have a nonment to speak to
Pastor Smith?

ELI (V.0
| do.

BRANDY
(t o Deak)
He' || see you

DEAK
Thank you



INT. ELI'S OFFI CE
Safe inside Eli's office, Deak | ooks at the door.

DEAK
She's a tough cooki e.

ELI
Geat isn't she, had a hard tine
finding her. Don't run her off now

DEAK
| can't run her off, |I'mscared of
her. These new age wonen. Thongs
made of brass.

ELI
(chuckl es)
You're just old.

DEAK
(sinks into the seat)
That | am How s Chai son doi ng?

ELI
You can ask himat the board neeting
when | introduce him
DEAK
Pastor lan has a problem
ELI
Brother. Scale of 1 to 10?
DEAK
You went there. Only weird sernons.
ELI
(relieved)
Ve tal ked.
DEAK
Did you give him pointers?
ELI
You can. If it's ne again he'll get
nore nervous.
DEAK
| can see that. ...Wth all you're
dealing with at hone to be on top of
this... you're a better man than |
ELI

Truth is the job is the easy part.
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I NT./EXT. PARKI NG GARACE - DAY

Parked on the top level, lan's car is in a corner spot. W
hear GRUNTI NG sounds. H's seat is pushed all the way back.

H s eyes closed as his arm punps up and down. He nasturbates
hard for a few nore seconds then--

Ch, Ch, Onh--

His body falls Iinp. He reaches over then bends down and
inhales a line of cocaine off of a Gospel nmgazine.

EXT. CAFE - DAY
Fi ve nanes are crossed off her |ist.

LUNA
| know this is unconventional .

A |l ovely woman, sweet face, JOYCE EVERS (40's), smrks--

JOYCE
You are a good wife. | don't know if
| could do what you're doing.

LUNA
You don't mnd he's a Pastor?

JOYCE
My father was a Pastor, a good nan.

LUNA
You understand the hours?

JOYCE
24/ 7.

They bot h exchange know ng sm | es.

LUNA
What happened to your first husband?

JOYCE
Had a heart attack playing golf. |
wi sh | coul d' ve said goodbye.

LUNA
Goodbyes are overrat ed.

JOYCE
I"msure you're right.

LUNA
Do you attend church?



JOYCE
After he died | stopped going. Too
many nenories and opi ni ons about how
| should grieve.

LUNA
| know what you mnean.
(mmcs wth pained
expr essi ons)
"How you feeling? Don't you worry we
serve a living God."

The two | augh.

LUNA (CONT' D)
They're right, but this sane living
God is okay with me dying of cancer

JOYCE
Exactly.

Joyce sips her tea, the two have struck a chord.
I NT. OFFICE - DAY

Eli sits with CHAI SON DANI ELS (55). Hi s clean-cut visage
screans banker with dark suit and tie.

ELI
Roosevelt is the grandfather of the
church and he can be pretty tough.
But he's been a part of a lot of
churches and has great insight.

CHAI SON
O nery oldtinmer, got it.

Eli chuckl es.

ELI
He's a good soul, no one nore | oyal.

CHAI SON
Thanks for the insight, it's hel pful.

ELI
Not everyday someone | eaves a big
job at a bank to run a church.

CHAI SON
What can | say, | |ike your vision.

ELI
| hope you like it for a long tine.

38.
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CHAI SON
Don't change. ...How s First Lady?

ELI
She's a fighter.

CHAI SON
My sister-in-law passed of cancer
| ast year. Rough stuff.

Eli fidgets with his fingers--
| NT. RESTAURANT PATI O - NI GHT

Eli unfolds his napkin a few PEOPLE stare at himbut don't
want to disturb him Just then, TINA DAVIS (40's) tall,
curvy, glances at himfrom her picture of himon her cel
phone.

TI NA
H, Eli? |'mTina.

She extends a hand to him He's hesitant and confused but
shakes it. She waits for a nonent, then pulls her seat out
and sits.

The two stare at each ot her.

ELI
I"msorry, can | help you?

TI NA
When | spoke to your em.. | guess
she's still your wife she said to

neet you here.

Eli tips his head skyward- -

ELI
You are mistaken that's not what
this is.

TI NA

She said you didn't like the idea
but you've cone around. Eli stands
puts noney on the table--

ELI
I"msorry this has been a huge
m sunderstanding. |'mso sorry--

Eli eases up, and wal ks away. Tina |looks a little crushed--

TI NA
At least | get dinner this tinme.
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She picks up the nenu.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Eli storns inside the house. Luna's buried under covers.
She cl oses her eyes and shifts into "sick"” node. He hovers
over her.

ELI
You can open your eyes now.

Luna pulls back the covers, and cracks open one eye.

ELI ( CONT' D)
C non, on our date night and such a
public place--

LUNA
I"msorry baby, | had to, you weren't
ever gonna |let ne.

ELI
Yes, | woul d' ve.

She sits up and eyes him "yeah right”

ELI ( CONT' D)
| like to take my tine.

LUNA
It's a bigger prom se for ne.

ELI
What if this woman goes to the church?
And peopl e were staring.

LUNA
| chose wonen far away. Christian,
but don't go to church regularly.
You can neet in a private room at
Supper Cub for lunch or dinner.
Ma's sister manages the pl ace.
Tol d her you were conducting a few
staff interviews there. ...You can
wal k in and out at separate tines.

El i sighs shaking his head, relenting--

ELI
You t hought of everything. ... Tel
Brandy they're contractor interviews.
Initial the first nane.

LUNA
Thank you.
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ELI
I"monly doing this for you.

She | eans over and hugs him

LUNA
I love you so nuch
ELI
Are you sure, you trying to give ne
away ?
The two | augh.
LUNA

What did you think of Tina?

ELI
Too nmany issues.

LUNA
You coul dn't have tal ked to her.
(of f his | o0k)
She's dealt with nost of them

ELI
Ri ght .

LUNA
" msaving the best for |ast anyway.

ELI
You are, are you?

He tickles her rib. She's surprised and he | aunches into a
barrage of tickles. She l|aughs uncontrollably.

INT. ELI'S OFFI CE RECEPTI ON - MORNI NG
Brandy reads off the cal endar.

BRANDY
The prison director, Bruce, is
stoppi ng by to discuss possible
inmtes for the program Then a
contractor meeting at |unch.
| al so have research information
about Prison re-entry Initiatives.

Eli nods, half listening and half in his head. He strolls
0

ELI
Send himin when he arrives.
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I NT. RESTAURANT - PRI VATE ROOM - DAY

Eli shifts anxious. He |ooks around. The roomis baroque
and feels secretive. He shakes his head--

A stunning bi-racial woman, ALEXIS, (40'S) with hazel eyes
curly hair is ushered into the roomby a WAI TER who promptly
| eaves. Eli quickly stands to help her with her chair.

ELI
Hi .
Eli can't take his eyes off of her full lips curved into a
pl easant smile. He pulls out her chair.
ALEXI S
Thank you.
As she sits..
ELI

| know this is awkward.

He heads to his seat.

ALEXI S
Pastor, |'m so happy that the man of
God deci ded to neet ne.

ELI
You don't have to call ne pastor or
man of ...any of that.

ALEXI S

Definitely not the situation | was
expecting, but |I've been praying for
a husband. You'll never believe how
God answers prayers. ..

(shrieks with [aughter)
| have to show you...

She grabs her purse and digs through it and whips out a thick
fol ded square, piece of paper. She hands it to him E
hunors her and unfolds a | egal size piece of paper that |ooks
like it's been through a wash and dry.

ELI
Don't tell nme it's your wishlist?

She shrieks with laughter again, Eli cringes.

ALEXI S
Pastor, | know you've heard all about
our lists. Look at number 60? Right
t here.
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ELI
(whi spers)
60. ...Ah a Pastor.
She shrieks with laughter as she takes the paper back.

ALEXI S
God answers prayers.

Eli nods. Then picks up the menu--

ELI
Should we order a bite? | actually
have a neeting directly after |unch
that 1'll need to prepare for
ALEXI S

O course, of course Pastor. |
understand you are in conplete service
to your flock. Please order for ne.
You know what's best.

ELI
Are you sure?

ALEXI S
Absol utely. You have the gift of
di scernnent so you probably already
know what | |ike.

ELI
| promise | don't.

Al exi s shrugs. Her best subm ssive, dermure smle bundl ed
together. Eli sighs.

I NT. HOMELESS SHELTER - DAY

M a stands beside Luna as she hands a full plate of food to
a HOVELESS WOMAN and then a smaller plate to her CH LD
M a's phone rings--

M A
It's pastor he probably wants to
talk to you

M a hands her the phone.
LUNA

(answers upbeat)
H babe.
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ELI (V.Q)
| don't believe you thought she was
a good match

LUNA (gi ggl es)
You said you nmade a m stake and
shoul d' ve married a subm ssi ve.

ELI (V.Q)
I was joking. That was a disaster
The very least this is entertaining.

LUNA
I"mglad you're having fun.

She sm | es.

ELI (V.Q)
How s the tea?

LUNA
Lovel y.

ELI (V.Q)

Don't do that again.

She | aughs as she hangs up.

M A
He still thinks you're at a tea.
LUNA
He does. He won't want me doi ng
this. He'll say I'mtoo weak.
M A

He's right. The honeless aren't al
gonna get jobs and hones tonorrow

LUNA
This is good for me. | need to help.

M a shrugs, we get the sense she said her piece.
| NT. CHURCH CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Brandy sits at a table in the back with her conputer and
not epad taking notes. The board neeting well underway.

Each chair is occupied. Deak is beside PATRI CI A (PAT) QU MBY,
50's sits stiffly with her hair in a stiff bun. ROOSELVELT
JONES (73) is a spry old-timer, and the ornery grandfather

of the church. He hails fromfive generations of pastors.
lan, then Chaison sit on the other side of Eli beside Deak.
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CHAI SON
We shoul d be accepting work
applications frombank tellers instead
of allowing regular folk to count
tithes and of fering.

ROOSELVELT
That's not church young fell ow
Where el se can we trust people 'cept
church?

CHAI SON
I"ve gone through the books and the
aver age i ntake shoul d be around
$40, 000. During econom ¢ hardship
it's going to dip but for previous
years the nunbers are too
i nconsi stent. W need to protect
the givers and the church.

PAT
That makes sense to ne.

ROOSELVELT
O course it would to you

PAT
I"mnot going to assume | know what
you nean Sir.

| AN
Everyone going to church ain't saved.

DEAK
ANMEenN.

Eli can see the neeting is starting to go south as usual --

ELI
W need to do whatever we can to
saf eguard everybody as well as our
mnistries. W have a 50 mllion
dollar nortgage fromall the
renovations. W are rolling out the
Prison Re-entry initiative and we
need payroll for staff. W can't
afford to | ose anything to theft.

DEAK
W need growt h |ike yesterday.

ELI
G owm h conmes when people trust.
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EXT. PARKI NG LOT - EVEN NG

The Pastoral staff heads to their cars. Eli wal ks with Deak.

DEAK
That went wel | .

Eli chuckl es.

ELI
Everyone is passionate. |It's good.

DEAK
Yeah passi on.

ELI
Have a good ni ght.

DEAK
How s First Lady doi ng?

ELI
Sane. Fighting the good fight.

DEAK
Take it from ne, whatever makes her
happy that's what you gotta do.

ELI
Yes, sir. |'ve been trying.

I NT. RESTAURANT - PRI VATE ROOM - NI GHT

Eli sits. He | ooks around then checks his watch. He | ooks a
littl e nervous--

JOYCE
Hi .

Joyce, fromLuna's earlier nmeeting is in front of him She's
as pretty as a breath of fresh air.

ELI
H . You're Joyce?

He stands and noves her chair so she can sit and easily pushes
it in place.

JOYCE
I am Thank you

Eli goes to his seat.

JOYCE ( CONT' D)
I know this can't be easy.
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ELI
It gives us sonething to talk about.

JOYCE
(1 aughs)
| bet. Hopefully I'mnot fodder.

ELI
O course not. Not you.

Joyce erupts with nusical |aughter. Her sense of hunor on
her sleeve. Eli laughs it's been a while--

ELI ( CONT' D)
| usually laugh so | don't cry.

Joyce eyes him-

ELI (CONT' D)
| shouldn't have said that.

JOYCE
After ny husband passed away peopl e
wanted me to be done grieving. |
tried to laugh all the tinme because
| thought it would speed the process
but nost tines | was depressed.

Eli nods in agreenent.

JOYCE ( CONT' D)
Your wife is amazing. She's so
strong.

ELI
She is. She's suffering right now
and | can't help.

JOYCE
You are. Every tine she sees your
face.

ELI
Thanks for allowing me to tal k about
her .

JOYCE
She's here. It would be wong not

to. Consider ne a friend.
Eli smles, he |likes that.
HOUR LATER

The waiter clears away the main course as both |augh heartily.
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...l know what you nean. M/ daddy
woul d have parishioners in the house
at 1AM praying the devil out of this
man' s drunkenness and wi fe beating.
Sane fol ks every week. They needed
AA Jesus.

ELI
Ah the saints.

They chuckle. Eli stares at her as if for the first tine.

ELI ( CONT' D)
This was fun. ...l have a |ong day
visiting the shut-in.
JOYCE
| don't mss those.
ELI
I"mjoking. | work on |arger

initiatives to benefit the city.
You gonna have to cone to the house
of God. The saints aren't that bad.

JOYCE
They're not, | am

The two | augh agai n.
| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Luna lies in bed the covers up to her chin. Eli exits the
bathroomin his pajamas. Luna's tired eyes slowy open to
tiny slits.

LUNA
How was it?

ELI
Not too bad.

LUNA
You don't have to lie tonme. I|I'ma
breat hi ng corpse and you wal ked anong
the living, | get it.
Eli sinks into the bed.

ELI
It was alright.

That's all he will allow hinself to share.
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Good. She was the | ast one.
ELI
The best for | ast.
She nods.
LUNA
We haven't made | ove in al nobst nine
nonths. | can feel my breath | eaving
nme.
ELI
You gonna prostitute me now.
LUNA
(chuckl es)
No. |I'mjust saying |'mnot a stupid
woman. |'ma wonman on her death bed
with her only wish is for her husband
to be happy.
He t akes her hand- -
ELI

You're a control freak. You want to
make sure M ss Morris doesn't put
t he noves on ne.

LUNA
She sat in the front row and opened
her legs with no panties. She needed
a holy wall op over her head.

ELI
(1 aughs)
A holy wal | op.

Luna | aughs harder and bl ood sprays from her nmouth onto his
face. It won't stop.

ELI ( CONT' D)
Baby. Baby. Baby...

He can't pull his phone out fast enough.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
911 what's your energency...

ELI
Pl ease, ny wife..

49.
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I NT. HOSPI TAL - MORNI NG

Eli paces. Hi s son Caleb and Eva sit side-by-side barely
holding on to their sanity. Dr. Wllians finally energes.
Cal eb and Eva stand beside their dad.

DR W LLI AMS
She' s stabl e.

Eli takes a breath, relieved. Caleb hugs his dad. Eva waps
her arns around them bot h.

ELI
Can we go in?

DR WLLI AVS
Don't stay too long. ..She shouldn't
exert herself feeding the homnel ess.
She doesn't have nuch tine.

Eli raises his eyebrows.
ELI
Wth all due respect, ny wife wll
l[ive. She will beat this.
Dr. WIllianms nods, he's heard this before.
I NT. LUNA'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

Caleb runs in and places his head on his nother's heart.

LUNA
H honey, you playin' hookie?

Cal eb |l aughs. Eva hovers over her. Eli watches with a smle.
Luna extends her hand, and he takes it. He dare not let his
brave face falter for the sake of his children

ELI
Feedi ng t he honel ess huh?

Luna manages a smrk.

ELI ( CONT' D)
Pl ease don't do that again.

LUNA
Aye, Aye captain.

Bittersweet smles so neither cries.
| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Eli sits with Joyce sipping on her coffee.
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ELI
| was so scared. | thought that was
it. There was so nmuch bl ood. But |
told the doctor she would Iive.

JOYCE
Do you believe that?
ELI
| do.
JOYCE
So we'll remain friends.
ELI
Ve will.
JOYCE
I"mgood with that.
ELI
| need my wife. | need--

He breaks and cries. Joyce |ooks around--

JOYCE
C non, not here.

At the checkout, a woman, we will conme to know as M SS MORRI S
(50"s) polished, watches as Eli |eaves with Joyce.

I NT. CHURCH HALLWAY - DAY

Service over, Mss Mrris, the woman fromthe coffee shop
approaches Luna and Eli as they exit. Luna continues, too
weak to engage. Roland takes Luna's arm

LUNA
Good to see you Mss Morris.

M SS MORRI S
Good to see you First Lady? God is
a heal er.

LUNA
(calls after)
Yes, he is.

ELI
What can | do for you Mss Mrris?
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M SS MORRI S
(hedges)

I know in First Lady's condition you
must be struggling. |I'm.. here for
you.

ELI
| don't think that'll be necessary
M ss Morris.

M SS MORRI S
| saw you the other day with a wonan.
... At the coffee shop. | would hate

for First Lady to hear about that
cl ose encounter.

A chuckl e erupts fromEli's lips. He can't hold his
| aughter. ..

ELI
God bl ess you Mss Morris.

He wal ks off laughing. Mss Mirris is left confused about
what just happened.

EXT. BACKYARD PATI O - DAY
Eli and Luna eat dinner. Her frail body |ooks thinner.

LUNA
Don't avoid her. | know that's what
you' re doi ng.

ELI
I m wor ki ng.

LUNA
It's okay to hang out or grab coffee.
Your adoring parishioners will assune
she's ny sister in town.

ELI
(clicks his teeth)
Now |I'm courting her?

LUNA
No, she's being your friend.

ELI
If you die and | suddenly show up
with a woman at church, they' Il say

I'"'ma faithless Pastor and an
adul terer.
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LUNA

You can tell themthe truth. "1l

even | eave a letter that you can

post to the church website.
Luna smles. Eli shakes his head | aughing.
MONTAGE
EXT. PARK - DAY
Joyce and Eli are on a leisurely stroll |aughing and talking.

I NT. HOVE OFFI CE - N GHT

Eli talks animated, smling on the phone wal king around the
room Luna peaks in then quietly backs out, unseen.

I NT. RESTAURANT - PRI VATE ROOM - NI GHT

The two seemto be enjoying a friendly debate that ends with
| aught er.

END OF MONTAGE
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Luna sits up nervous. Eli breezes in... happy.

ELI
H baby.

He ki sses her on the cheek and heads to the bat hroom

LUNA
You smell |ike perfune.
He eases out...
ELI

No, no, no you don't get to do this.
You don't get to be the jeal ous,
grieving, dying wife.

LUNA
Cut nme sonme sl ack
ELI
| knewit, | knewit, | knewthis

was a bad i dea.

LUNA
|"msorry.
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ELI
You're ny wife. You're alive
LUNA
It was nmy idea. It's what this famly
needs.
ELI
You underestimated how this woul d
make you feel. | should ve--
LUNA

--Look at ne.
He turns to face her.

LUNA (CONT' D)
I"mokay with this. | need you to
be happy. | want you all to be happy.

Eli's shoul ders sl unp--

ELI
Not hi ng serious is going on.

LUNA
Cone here.

He slides in bed beside her and she strokes his head.
INT. ELI'S OFFI CE - DAY
Deak sits in front of him Eli |ooks confused--

DEAK

G ving you a heads up, they got w nd
of you hanging out with some woman.

ELI
It's nothing. It's not that.
DEAK
You' re gonna have to give em
sonet hi ng.
ELI

This is crazy.

DEAK
You noved froma regular pastor to a
celebrity with this new church and
all its menbers. Plus, two New York
Ti mes Bestselling books. You have
to know that.
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Eli shakes his head in disbelief.
| NT. BOARD ROOM - DAY

The Pastors sit around the table. Eli strolls in and silence
waps the room Eli takes note as he sits at the head of
the table. Everyone |ooks down. No one offers any info--

ELI
Sitting at the head of the table can
be misleading. Usually the one at
t he head has the | east power.

Pat | ooks up at the renark.

ELI ( CONT' D)
What is troubling you all? Pastor P
| can always count on you

Pat passes a photo down. No one |ooks at it, they've already
seen it.

Eli takes the photo. PHOTO It's himw th head bent and
Joyce's armunder his el bow.

Eli stares at the photo then | ooks up.
PAT

Is that a sister, an aunt, cousin
who's in town visiting?

ELI
(shakes hi s head no)
She's a... friend.
ROOSELVELT

Does First Lady know about her?

ELI
That's between ne and ny wfe.

ROOSELVELT
In ny day nost had an under st andi ng.

PAT

That doesn't work anynore. Ei,
hel p us out.

(a beat)
Unfortunately, Mercy Road Mnistries
and Church has swal | owed our persona
lives |ike Jonah inside the whale.
It owns us and we have to do what it
says.



56.

ELI
Qur personal life is our business
but | can assure all of you it's not
what M ss Morris is insinuating.

DEAK
Mss Mrris is going to share that
picture along with her insinuations
to anyone who will listen even Dall as
t abl oi ds.

PAT
She coul d destroy us all.

ELI
Not hi ng shady or underhanded is goi ng
on. No one is going to say |'m having

a love child. [|'mnot that Pastor.
PAT
(si ghs)
Thank God.
| AN

Wth all respect sir how are we
supposed to believe you with so nuch
at st ake.

ELI
Faith son. Faith. Does anyone have
faith anynore? Are we living in such
tines where our faith has been reduced
to what we can see and touch. M
book says faith is evidence of things
unseen. |Is faith that elusive?

ROOSELVELT
You betta preach Pastor.

DEAK
I"mgonna run a lap in here.

EXT./I NT. CAR - EVEN NG

El i waves goodbye to his Pastoral staff and hops inside his
car. He drives out of the parking |ot.

Once on the main road, he gulps in air as if hyperventil ating.
PI TCH BLACK SCREEN

ELI (V.Q)
Can you neet? |It's urgent.

The scrapi ng SOUND of METAL bei ng noved is heard.
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JOYCE (V.Q)
Can it wait till tonorrow? |'m
al ready at hone.

The SOUND of a chair being noved across the floor is heard.

ELI (V.Q)
No. | can cone to you.

JOYCE (V.Q)
I'"'mkind of far out.

ELI (V.Q)
What's the address?

I NT. BACKYARD PATI O - DAY

Luna has a tri-pod with camera setup. She's canera ready in
t he nost nodest of ways.

LUNA (to canera)

| love you guys. | want you to know
that. | know | wasn't a perfect nom
or wife but | tried to be there. In

your life you will make m stakes...
I NT. | NTERCESSORY PRAYER ROOM - DAY

Sister Mercy stands in the center of a circle the ORGAN pl ays
boonmi ng I N THE BACKGROUND, "I Wanna Be Right" by M ssissipp
Mass Choir.

Mercy's nmoving ani matedly. Her head toward heaven, her |ips
novi ng but no words can be heard over the MJUSIC. Every one
hol ds hands tightly as she prays.

LUNA (V.Q)
Don't be afraid of themor of failing.
Wt hout those m stakes how woul d we
grow or becone better. God gave us
t hose m st akes. ..

The ORGAN CONTI NUES pl ayi ng the song in the background.
Luna sits on the porch, tears in her eyes as she talks to
t he canera

LUNA ( CONT' D)
It's inevitable. No matter what you
doinlife God is with you. He wll
never | eave you or forsake you. | am
so happy to have been your nother.
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INT. CAR - DAY

The organ continues to play in the background. Eli drives
down an very open freeway. He passes only one or two cars.

LUNA (V.Q)
Mom i s hanging with the angel s and
har assi ng Jesus on your behal f. |
| ove you and | still mss you.

El i passes a sign that reads "Wl conme to Denton, Texas" turns
down a dirt driveway and follows a short path to nodest two-
story house. The ORGAN FADES. ..

EXT. FRONT PORCH - DAY

Joyce swings open the front door. Eli can't help but smle.

JOYCE
You nade it.

ELI
Never pictured you as the country
girl.

JOYCE

My dad left it to me. Cone on in.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The mantle brinms with old famly portraits.

ELI
How | ong you had this house?

JOYCE
10 years. | renovated and added onto
it. Left the outhouse in the back as
a rem nder - -

ELI

That plunbing is indeed a mracle.

The two chuckl e.

JOYCE
Lenponade?

ELI
Yes, please.

She heads toward the kitchen the floor plan very open so
t hey can conti nue--
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JOYCE
| know you're not here to talk
plunmbing. Don't tell ne...

ELI
No, no, no.

JOYCE
Your ki ds?

ELI
| don't think | can do this with
you.

JOYCE
Do what ?

ELI
Be friends.

Joyce nods as she hands hi mthe beverage.

JOYCE
Di d sonet hi ng happen?

He takes a sip, then puts it down on a nearby table.

ELI
I have big plans for this city and
for ny mnistry. 1 want to help
people... | built that church--

JOYCE
You didn't build the church.
...Sorry, but you don't need a church
to hel p peopl e.

ELI
Your father was a pastor so you know
when | say | was born to Pastor and
that's all | know how to do.

Joyce nods.

JOYCE
| thought this would end badly. For
ne.

ELI
(turns to her)
And for ne.

She eyes him not expecting the adm ssion.
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JOYCE
Next lifetinme we have a shot.
ELI
Except we don't believe in that.
JOYCE
Dar n.
ELI
...l better head back. It'll take a
fortnight to get out of these
boondocks.
JOYCE
Keep tal ki ng.

Eli wal ks toward the door. She follows at a neasured di stance
behi nd.

ELI
It was good neeting you. | really
needed this.

JOYCE
Sane here. | was |osing hope. ...You

didn't have to come by to tell nme.
They both stand by the door.

ELI
| owe you that much

Joyce nods. Neither have the courage to nove.

ELI ( CONT' D)
See you around.

He extends a hand. Joyce | aughs and goes in for a hug. E
goes still. H s body untouched for nonths can't even handl e
a single hug. Joyce |ooks down unsniling.

ELI  (CONT' D)
It's been a while. A long while.

She | ooks himin his eyes as she noves closer and closer to
his |lips, eyes open as they kiss. Eli resists for as |ong

as he can before he gives in and kisses her back passionately,
deeply, in abandon.

The ORGAN STARTS up playing "I Wanna Be Right" in the
backgr ound.

He pulls on her blouse. She sheds it. She unbuckles his
pants.
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They don't relocate they make | ove right there on the floor.
TI ME LAPSE

The two lay on the floor both | ooking at the ceiling. No
words pass their |ips.

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT
The ORGAN continues playing the song low in the background.

Luna sits in the kitchen drinking a cup of tea. The clock
reads m dni ght.

Eli stands in the kitchen entryway. He |ooks at the back of
Luna willing hinmself to go to her... a beat.

He | ooks down and backs out of the entryway.
Luna turns around just as he di sappears.
I NT. | NTERCESSORY PRAYER ROOM - DAY

The ORGAN CONTI NUES pl aying in the background when the song
crescendos. . .

Tears and sweat run down the faces of Keith and MANY of the
WOMEN pr ayi ng.

Sister Mercy waves her cane toward heaven... W know her
demands fromearlier prayer sessions.

The drenched organist slanms H'S fingers on the keys and ends
the number. Sister Mercy collapses to the floor. The whole
group encircles her lifeless body.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

Luna rushes into the room Sister Mercy frail and weak in
her bed.

LUNA

Oh!
SI STER MERCY

(eyes drawl open)
Get a hold of yourself woman. [|'m
fine. 1've never had cancer.
Luna | aughs.

LUNA

You shouldn't be out so late carrying
on. I'mfine. 1'mat peace.
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S| STER MERCY
That's not good enough suga. | know
a God | don't think you' ve had the
privilege of neeting. | had

grandparents who made it through
sl avery and parents who survived Jim
Crow and grandchildren in college. |

will introduce you to that Jesus.
LUNA
Yes ma'am CGod is faithful.
S| STER MERCY
You say it but you don't understand
it. I've met many a pastor and their
wives in ny day, but you and El
have work to do. ...You' re not the

only one with dying w shes.
Luna stutters, but never recovers wi th words.

SI STER MERCY (CONT' D)
Go see your doctor. Go see himtoday.

LUNA
| understand how you feel Sister,
but the cancer is everywhere. It's
inny brain. God is calling nme home.
| can feel Hm

S| STER MERCY
(chupes with her teeth)
Wman go see your doctor. | have no
tine for this. CGo. Go. 0!

Luna startled by Mercy's aggression, stands and heads toward
to the door... She turns back and Sister Mercy sm|es shew ng
her with her winkly hand...

Luna smles. She wal ks down the hall and stops. She
hesitates, but keeps wal king and exits the hospital.

EXT. FUNERAL GROUNDS - DAY

Tears run down Eli's cheeks as he stands in front of the
podi um

ELI
She was stronger than all of us.
She knew people well. She could

tell soneone they were going to the
pits of hell as easy as she could
| ove on them

He chuckl es.
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Luna uses her kerchief to wipe her tears. A sea of people
consunes the area wearing bright colors.

ELI  (CONT' D)
She woul dn't want us carrying on
like this. Sister Emly send M ss
Mercy hone!

SISTER EM LY in a red dress takes the podi um and sings the
nost upbeat version of the song "Gonna Be A Lovely Day" by
Kirk Franklin.

Eli takes Luna's hand. She pulls it away and puts it on her
| ap.

FLASHBACK

EXT. HOSPI TAL PARKI NG LOT - DAY

This is the same day Luna saw Sister Mercy in the hospital
Luna is outside. She stops md-stride, turns around and goes
back inside the hospital.

END OF FLASHBACK

I NT. CAR - DAY

IN THE REARVI EW M RROR Luna | ooks at the funeral grounds in
the distance. Eli drives.

ELI
You have anot her doctor's appoi nt ment
t onor r ow?

LUNA

Doctor WIllianms called nme. Probably
about sone new clinical

ELI
Are you gonna do it this tinme?

She shrugs, doesn't know.

ELI ( CONT' D)
How do you feel ?

LUNA
| have nore energy. Kind of good
for a change, but I'mnot on cheno

Eli takes her hand and this time she doesn't pull away.

LUNA (CONT' D)
I"msorry. This was all ny doing.
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ELI
It was mne. ...|1'lIl be there
t onor r ow.

Luna nods, as slow tears roll down her cheeks.
INT. ELI'S CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY
El i has his bel ongi ngs, wal kinng out the door.
ELI ( CONT' D)
(to Brandy)
"Il be gone for the day.
Brandy nods just as Janice unsure wal ks in, her eyes red.
JANI CE
(voi ce shakey)
You told nme to conme by anyti ne.
It's Philip's birthday today...

Jani ce struggles to keep it together. She digs in her purse

and pulls out a gun... Eli and Brandy stop in their tracks...
JANI CE ( CONT' D)
(sobs)
| found this in Philip's drawer, but
he hung hinmself. | found this...

Eli easily takes the gun from her shakey hands...

ELI
Let's tal k.

He lightly drapes his armaround her. She |eans on him
Over his shoul der, he speaks very |low to Brandy--

ELI (CONT' D)
Cal |l Pat.

Brandy nods. Eli |eads Janice toward his office.
EXT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

The sun begins to dip.

I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

She sits in the waiting roomwinging her hands.

RECEPTI ON
Ms. Mercer.
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| NT. EXAM NATI ON ROOM - DAY
A bevy of scans line the wall. Dr. WIllians turns to her.
DR WLLI AVS
Should we wait for M. Mercer?
LUNA
He' || be happy to hear the summari zed
report.
DR WLLI AVS
I think he m ght want to hear this.
LUNA
It's okay, he's had enough bad news.
Dr. WIliams hesitant, continues--
DR WLLI AVS

I had two different coll eagues
unfam liar with your case review

your scans.

.l don't believe it,

but... they are all clean.

LUNA

What does that nean?

DR W LLI AVS

There is no sign of cancer anywhere
in your entire body. None. Zinp.

Luna covers her nouth,

her breath catches in her throat.

DR. W LLI AVS ( CONT' D)

It's a mracle.

Tears flood her eyes.

Eli quickly rushes in not reading the room Mre of the sane

is on his nnd.

ELI

Sorry I'mlate. Counseling session

ran | ong.

They both ook at him

ELI (CONT' D)

What's wrong? Wat happened?

THE BEGQ NNI NG
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